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My name is Jere Greene, a GMRS licensee (KAF3563), actively involved
with emergency service (Disaster Specialist, American Red Cross); and very
concerned with the proposed amendment of Part 95 of the Commission's
Rules to Establish a Very Short Distance Two-Way Voice Radio Service.

GMRS has changed my life. I obtained my Citizens Band license while
teaching Radio Classes for the Boy's Club in 1957, and my 2nd Class
RadioTelephone license in 1958. I became interested in REACT after
listening to the Monday Night Net of the Southern California REACT
organization. The professional manner in which the net was conducted and
the wide area reporting (San Diego to Antelope Valley) made it worth my
looking into. I eventually joined Orange County REACT, obtained my own
license (KAF3563) and became Vice-President of our team. I represented
our team at the 1954 REACT International Convention in New Jersey, and
became the VOAD (Volunteer Organizations Active in a Disaster)
representative to the Red Cross.

About this time, Southern California experienced the Laguna Beach fires.
I worked as a REACT volunteer, and then as a Red Cross volunteer, and
ended up getting half of our REACT team involved with the local Red Cross
chapter. Later during the Northridge earthquake, a number of REACT
members worked to provide emergency communications. I personally, gave
up a ten year contract to take a full time position with the Red Cross as a
Disaster Specialist. Needless to say one of the radios in our Communications
Center is for REACT communications, and two of the sixteen channels on
all chapter hand held radios are programmed for GMRS as well.

Our team was able to provide funding to purchase the repeater when it was
being sold. It is located on a mountain top in the Cleveland National Forest.
With a high gain antenna, it services a wide area which include some radio
dead zones for other lower repeater sites. The Southern California REACT
Council (SCRC) provides the oversight, while RUG (Repeater User Group)
maintains the license and control of almost 500 REACT members in some
30 teams throughout the southern part of the state. This provides a valuable
and recognized emergency resource to not only the Red Cross, but numerous
public service agencies as well.

We maintain a Traffic Watch program that monitors and provides on the
spot input to radio station KFI (a 50,000 watt, primary station) and local
traffic reporting services for other radio stations in the area (Air Watch,



Metro Traffic, Shadow Traffic), as well as the California Highway Patrol.

The local REACT teams provide radio coverage for crowd control, parking,
event management, and access to emergency services during a number of
public gatherings throughout the year. This public relations contribution
should not be over looked and it provides much needed coordination and
training required during a disaster. It might be said the proposed service
would do the same thing, but consider the following: It is the policy of the
Red Cross, not to use licensed amateur radio operators during an emergency
unless they have had formal Red Cross training, except as a last resort.
With this in mind, how could anyone consider emergent "CB" operators to
coalesce into an effective functioning entity during an emergency.

My reference to "CB" was not done in error. We all are aware of the
problems deregulation of 27 MHz caused. The exact same thing will happen
to a well functioning and controlled GMRS band if opened as being
proposed by Tandy and other manufacturers. I understand their interest,
but other frequencies are available without dismantling a major existing
service. The idea of adding unregulated operators on the overlapping
interstitial frequencies will seriously interfere with existing, licensed GMRS
operations. One can easily perceive unlicensed and unregulated operators
moving on to those repeaters that presently work harmoniously for the
existing (Paid) licensees. The result will be "UHF Citizens Band" with all it's
inherent problems. The incentive to provide the investment of a quality,
high level, wide area repeater, generating revenue for the Forest Service
would be lost. The repeater would either be shut down or converted to
commercial service~ a major loss for everyone in the GMRS community.

If this Tandy proposal is not defeated and the FCC elects to add unlicensed
operations to the GMRS spectrum; at a minimum, these FRS users should
be made to respect existing and any future GMRS operations. This would
require the new law to expressly require any FRS operation be considered
secondary to all GMRS operations. This would mean that FRS operations
would be prohibited from causing interference to GMRS users, and would
have to accept any interference from lawful GMRS operations. This is a
poor substitute to the FRS problem. The real answer would be to place FRS
in a "Part 15" band where there would be little or no interference with
existing users, and where unlicensed operations belong and are currently
permitted.



GMRS has a small group of frequencies that have been used to provide a
valuable and respected radio service that has evolved in spite of the history
of it's Citizens Band beginnings. Unlicensed and uncontrolled operators
represent a major impact to GMRS operations as we know them. One
major concern is operators talking over existing radio traffic. An
inexpensive fix would be to require FRS hardware manufacturers to disable
any transmit capability unless and until the channel was clear.

The FCC seems to be making a concerted effort to ignore the vigorous
complaints and alternate suggestions to the Tandy Petition. As a GMRS
operator with investments in both license fees and equipment, I feel I have
the right to demand that our government listen to those existing users along
with the corporate interest groups and respond to all their views.

I hope that my comments will be received and considered along with all
other GMRS users responding to this proposal. In closing; I think that this,
if passed, will have a negative effect on a valuable resource. A far better
approach would be to place the proposed Very Short Range Two-Way Voice
Radio Service into the "Part 15" band where it truly belongs.

Respectfully submitted,

Jere Greene


